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WCA POLICY PLAYBOOK

• Land Use Plan

• Target Area Plans

• Land Use Regulations

• Streamlined Review & Approval Process

• Trained Land Use Boards

• Local Development Corporations/IDAs & Property 
Tax Abatements
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LAND USE PLAN

• Land Use Plan Defined

• Why Create a Land Use Plan?

• How to Create a Land Use Plan

• Funding Opportunities

• Best Practice Examples

• Resources
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LAND USE PLAN

Land Use Plan Defined

– A comprehensive or master plan

– Supported by maps, charts, and other graphics

– Contains goals, objectives, and strategies for 

the future development and conservation of the community

– Guides development and accommodates its social, environmental, 
and regional concerns

– Formally adopted by the local legislature

Goals

Objectives

Strategies
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LAND USE PLAN

Why Create a Land Use Plan?

– Inventory community’s assets and needs

– Create a blueprint for future development

– Build consensus and support for plan

– Provide policy foundation to support land use regulation that 
implements plan

– Update regularly to ensure plan is informed by current community 
goals, market conditions, and local and state regulations.
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LAND USE PLAN

How to Create a Land Use Plan?

– Appoint a comprehensive plan committee

– Gather data

– Include clear goals, objectives, strategies, and implementation 
techniques

– Ensure the plan is market realistic

– Build community support

– Include an implementation plan
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LAND USE PLAN

Funding Opportunities

– Climate Smart Communities Grant Program
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

– Clean Energy Communities Program

NYSERDA

– Strategic Planning and Feasibility Studies Program

NYS Empire State Development

– Local Government Efficiency Program

NYS Department of State Division of Local Government Services
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LAND USE PLAN

Resources

– Westchester County Department of Planning Website

– NYS Department of State Publications

– NYS Climate Smart Communities Program

– Select American Planning Association Publications

– Well Grounded: Using Local Land Use Authority 

to Achieve Smart Growth
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LAND USE PLAN

Best Practice

The 2017 New Castle Comprehensive Plan: 

A Framework for the Future of New Castle
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LAND USE PLAN

Best Practice

The City of New Rochelle’s 

EnvisioNR
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LAND USE PLAN

Best Practice

Envision Cortlandt

2016 Sustainable Comprehensive Plan


