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Does Westchester Need 5G?

Proponents of the Ughtning-fast cell technology say it's necessary for the continuved advancement
of the area economy, while naysayers point to potential health risks and infrastructure concems. it
remains unclear who will win out. By Gale Ritterhoff

ocs Westichester need 5G7 Talk about a loaded
question. The amswer depends on whom you ask

what 5G is, although they have undoubsedly heard of it
I you consume media at all, you've surely seen ads

{and we've abed a lot of people) Some will tell
vou that SC wireless In the way of the fulun, &
technology that will unbeash kevels of Iife-changing
connectivity seen only in sclence fiction until now
Others will tell you i's an unnecessary and dangerous
money grab from the telecom industry. Despite all of this
hyperawanmess, there are many who aren't really sure
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from Verizon, AT&T, and T-Mobile promoting the new
cellular nystem, Many consumens will admit to not pay
g close attention, adopting the “SG? Sure, sounds
grvat,” attitude. Who doesn't want fastee, mone reliable
internet? There is a level of acceptance around it as sim-
ply being the next wave of technology sare to become
part of daily life

W10 U7 PR BACSIRIUND A A DOWE



https://www.pageturnpro.com/Today-Media-Inc/98473-914INC-2021-febmarch/sdefault.html

9140,

Click Here to View in Magazine

Lot start with the basios: What exact-
Iy s ST The "G" sands for generation,
%0 5G b stmply the fith generation of cel-
lular sechnology. We've been using 4G for
about & decade. What's different is that
SC can wse new FCC licensed alrwaves,
enabling the fastor transemisséon of much
maore data.

“What that means in practical terms
in data speeds that will be up 0 100
times faster than what we have today,”
explains  Michael Romita, president
and CEO of the Westchester County
Association, “Latency [or lag] periods are
being halved now, and in the future will
be even faster, with connection density
vastly Increased, meaning more devices
that can lnnmrm ina pm geography.
These technologi enable new
opportunities nnnumulr and soclally.”

These improvements i technology
have become vital in light of the strain
the coromavinis has put on our econonmy,
o well as our internet pathways, adds
Business Council of Wesschester execu-
tive VP/COO John Ravitz. The BCW has
joined & statewide coalition known as
New Yorkers for 56, who believe that “a

“What [56] means
in practical terms is
data speeds that will
be up to 100 times
faster than what we
have today. Latency
[or lag] periods are
being halved now,
and in the future will
be even faster, with
connection density
vastly increased,
meaning more devices

Romita adds that “the higher de-
mand for semote loarning, telecommut
Ing, and telemedicine i just the begin-
ning of the conversation.” SG's potential
to almost instantaneously transmit large
amounts of data will redefine what Is
possitle for people and for business.
“Think sbout healthcare, which s an
Incredibly important  regional  indus-
try sector in Westchester,”™ says Romita,
“It's not pust about a video chat with a
doctor or nurse; think actual sugment-
ed reality applications,” such as remote
robotic surgery.

5G b abso vital o building out the
Internet of Things (1oT), he adds, which
In the commectivity of physical devices o
the intermet — like, for example, the tech-
nology that allows smartphones to ad-
just your thermostats, Wireless loT will
lead 1o buge innovations, sech s “smart
bulidings and smart clthes, and enhance-
ments in public safety,” says Romita,
While these applications of 5G are not all
Imminent, Komita believes & “more gran-
ular, sector by sector” discussion of the
technology’s potential is key o justifying
and its establinky

robust and high-speed wireless network “We need 1o encourage privatesector
In paramount o helplng New York's eco- 'ht @n 'llllml IR @ innovation, which SG can  enable,
nomic recovery, while supporting and “ - PPromoting smart fiscal and tas-incentive
improving health, education, public safe- 8 e ared. policies at the state and local levels are
ty, and so much more,” according to the —Michael Romita key, along with strong intellectual prop-
coalition’s mission statement. Prasdent and CEO, erty protections,” Romita says. Attracting

Citing recent (pre-COVID) studios, Wastchester Gounty investment in 5G in Westchester also

Ravitz sayw that 5G investmwnt in New
York State would generate almost 2004000
wireless jobs and boost the GODP by moee than $25 bil-
lion. “We nended 5G bofore the pandmm' " lavu: uyu,

! “a ocepti gulatory environ

ment, as well as shifting the conversation

and undemtanding a1 the Jocal level” Roexita addy,
noting, “these factors are already shaping which com-

“but [the pandemic] has exposed vo many
in the network for people who have to work at home,
Kids who have had to attend school online — it's been a
real challenge, in some places o disaster. Now more than
ever, we nevd 1o focus on this*

“The world has been moving into 8 much more remote
and mobile workforce,” explains Robert Cloff, COO and

in the county are enhancing digital technology
the fastest, gaining real first-to-market advantages by
ager ly courting fes 1o initiate capital infra-
structure investment needed for 5G."

Dot i’y exactly this infrastructure that the antl-5C
groups are objecting to. And therein lies the rub with this
new technology: SG gaies its additional bandwidth by

tounder of Prog Computing in Yonkers, adding
that “COVID was an accelerant lha! took it eut of sec-
ond gear and slammed # into fourth, and | don't even
think that we've hit full speed yet.” He points out that
many of us ane “using services such av Zoom or Teams
more frequently, putting files up in the cloud or collabo-
rating wllh people mldy The demand we ane putting
on our % a ot of conge One
way to relieve that is m& lm internet; that's why 5G

is roally important.”

MUACH WY COUNTORY OF MCRaL 1OM TA

ting data over higher frequencies than 4G The
waves in this underutilized part of the spectrum are ex-
cellent at transmitting data, hul they don't travel as far
s 4G signale, So, 5G i the inwtall
thom of many small cells or antennas lhtcudmul * covs
erage ared 10 keep the signal moving, These small cells
are placed on tigh ftops, and other
“in the public way." acconding to Crown Castle, a com-
pany that builds wircless infrastructure in our county
and throughout the US. (Note: The Town of Rye, ked by
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NOMINATIONS
ARE NOW OPEN!

For the sleventh year In a
row, SMINC. s plessed to honor some

of the most successful, influential,

and Irmpiratons female exocutives,
entregrensurs, govemment and
nonprofit leadess in Westchester
County with our annual Women in

Business cover stoey,

DEADLINE TO NOMINATE:
July 15, 2021

To nominate and more Info visit
westchestermagazine.com/
Womennbuness

SAVE THE DATE!
Women i Busnes
Awar s Luncheon

Nov. 18, 2021

DoutsieTree by tton. Targown, NY

FOr sponsonig apponun tios,
calt 914-345-0601 ext. 138 or emad

1o com

For general information emall

“The telecommunication business s a trillion-dollar industry. The
industry line of safety s BS. People are getting sick. This is about

money, huge amounts of money.”

Mavor Jesh Cohn, has boen involved in a
years-Jong begal battle with Crown Castle
In efforts 1o keep the company from in
ntalling 5G cells )

Sou unlihe the Lange ool fowers we e on
hilltops that facilitate 4G transession, 5G
antennas will be in our midst sometimes
freestanding near private property, emitting
the microwave radiation that makes them
wiork. (5 cells will alwo tramsmit 4G signals,
10 hedp senooth tranuition and e  backup.)

I your'me wondering if radio-frequency
wirchess radiation poses a potential health
risk, Ellen Weininger, director of educa-
tional outresch for science-based nonprofit
Grassroots Environmental Edocation, says
Indeed B does. "We meview the indepen
dent, nondndustry, peermeviewed stud
los, which demonsirate that exposure (o
radio-frequency  microwave-radiation ex-
posure increases the sk of cancee neuro-
logical damage. and reproductive harm,”
Weininger says

For example, o recent, federally funded,
S0 million study by the Natosal Toxicity
Program, which s part of the National
Institutes of Health, concluded that there
is "clear evidence of carcinogenicity” asso-
ciated with wireless radiation. (The study
wias conducted on male rats ) Grassroots
has compiled an index of medical and sci-
ontific studies that oxamine sach e
an increased incidence of head and neck
tumors, effects on male fertility and fetal
growth, behavioral changes, miscarriages,
and much more

Thus faz. much of the research on such
dangers has been questioned, of not dis
mimed, i publications  Nke  Scientifi
American andd The Newe York Thmes. In addi-
tion, The American Cancer Sockety's wob-
site sayvs that there is no conclusive evi-
dence linking wireless radiation to health
iwues, But as Ruth Moss, dinector of
SGAlert Westchoster matter-of factly points
out “The telecomeunication busioess (s o
teillion-dollar industry. The industry line
of safety ks BS, People are getting sick. This
Is about money, huge amounts of moncy,
In order to make 5G work, powerful cell
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ant must be installed wp and down
netghborhood streels, sometimes tight on
fromt lawrs. The FOC standands for emis-

-~ Ruth Moss, Director, SGAkrt Westchester

siom are outdated and put residents at ik

Moss, like many 3G opponents, in
sists that she i not anti-technology — she
Just wanty |t to be mplementod safely
Weininger agroes i should be used in &
safer mannoy, adding that existing coll sig-
nal service is adequate, and she says, “ac-
cess to Intermet service can bo achieved
without wireless technology by complet-
ing the installation of fiberoptic cable to
and through the presaises 1o every home,
office, and school aleeady paid for by con
sumers and promised by the telecom in-
dustry. Fiber-optic cable s faster, more
secure, more reliable, and less expensive
than wireless,”

She continues, “We don't need the de
ployment of 406/ 5G wireless cell antenma,
effectively minl oell towers, installed up
and down our neighborhood blocks next to
our homes and schools that involuntarily
expose nesidents to radio-frequency radia-
tion 24/7." In addition to health risks, this
winebess Infrastructuse mtalled in noskden-
tal neighborhoods threatens property val
wes, she adda

SCAlert Westohester s working 1o en-
sure that local towns establish more strict
ordimances to legally lmit what telecom-
munications companies can do, Grassroots
“encouraged  municipalities (0 establish
codes that are an protective as possible e
parding cell antenna installations,” says
Welninger Moss, who s active in White
Plains and all of Westchester, insists that
pre-notification & just one example of
many protective provisions that should be
included in & town's ondinance: The town
vode includes language forcing the tebecom
companies o atify residents as o where
they plan to Install infrastrocture,

While proponents of 5G believe in s
limitless potential, navsayers insist it's a
just & risky and expensive way to down-
load movies faster and enhance compater
parmen. Those who woukd like to dig deeper
could simply try this Mug "Do we needt
SG imto your search engine. Expect o get
thowsands of hits — pest don't expect a de
fimitive answer. @
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