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Memorandum in Support 
 
April 29, 2026 
 
To: Members of the Hudson Valley Delegation of the New York State Legislature 
From:  Michael N. Romita, President & CEO, Westchester County Association 
Re:  S.344A (Cooney)/A.4901A (Cunningham)  
 
An act to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to autonomous vehicle driving 
 
The Westchester County Association (“WCA”) is the leading independent voice of Westchester’s business 
community, advancing policies that promote smart growth, economic vitality, and a high quality of life 
across the region.  WCA’s membership includes hundreds of the region’s leading businesses and nonprofit 
institutions that collectively employ hundreds of thousands of workers.  Our members rely on us to 
advocate for policies that strengthen the regional economy and responsibly integrate innovation into our 
communities. 

 
The WCA writes in support of S.344A (Cooney)/A.4901A (Cunningham), which would enable the safe and 
structured deployment of autonomous vehicles (AVs) in New York State. 
 
Technology is advancing rapidly, and autonomous vehicle innovation has rapidly progressed the 
theoretical.  It is already being deployed elsewhere across the country.  New York should take a proactive 
role in shaping how it is introduced.  Accordingly, the state needs a clear, safety-first framework to ensure 
that deployment occurs responsibly, transparently, and in a manner that protects the public while allowing 
innovation to move forward. 
 
Westchester’s economy depends on reliable and efficient transportation for workers, customers, and 
goods.  Persistent congestion across key corridors and around major employment and healthcare centers 
increases costs, reduces productivity, and makes it more difficult for employers to attract and retain talent. 
AV technology, if deployed safely and strategically, has the potential to improve mobility through more 
reliable, on-demand transportation options and stronger connections between downtowns, business 
districts, healthcare hubs, and regional transit, including Metro-North’s expanding regional footprint. 
 
Modernizing New York’s framework will also support economic growth and job creation.  The broader AV 
ecosystem can drive demand for fleet operations, vehicle maintenance, charging infrastructure, data and 
mapping services, cybersecurity, and local vendor partnerships.  By establishing clear rules of the road, 
New York will be better positioned to attract investment and high-quality jobs while keeping Westchester 
competitive. 
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Westchester is well positioned to support responsible deployment.  The county offers a diverse 
transportation landscape, from dense urban centers such as White Plains, Yonkers, and New Rochelle to 
suburban and northern communities.  This range of environments can provide a strong setting to pilot, 
evaluate, and refine safe AV operations while strengthening coordination with local governments, transit 
systems, and public safety agencies. 
 
The WCA believes that New York State should take a deliberate and safety-driven approach to autonomous 
vehicle deployment.  This includes clear regulatory oversight, defined safety standards, transparent 
reporting requirements, and ongoing coordination with local stakeholders.  With the right framework in 
place, Westchester and communities across New York can embrace this inevitable technological shift in a 
way that prioritizes public safety, builds public trust, and delivers meaningful benefits to communities and 
businesses alike, and position itself as a leader in next-generation transportation.  
 
For these reasons, WCA respectfully supports passage of S.344A (Cooney)/A.4901A (Cunningham). 
 


